
Child referred by professional (e.g. GP, School/Nursery, SLT) involved with the child 

to: Child Development Centre (cdcreferrals@stgeorges.nhs.uk)

Triage by Developmental Paediatrician

Appointment in Developmental Clinic

Evidence of Social Communication Difficulties (SCD) noted at developmental 

assessment

Consultant gives parents advice & refers on to  Social Communication Difficulties 

(SCD) pathway

Referral recieved into Social Communication Difficulties (SCD) pathway to 

(cdcreferrals@stgeorges.nhs.uk) for consideration of austism assessment for:

- Child aged 0 and up to  8th birthday already seen by Developmental Paediatrics 

- Children aged between 5 and up to their 8th birthday with no developmental needs

- Re-referral of patient discharged from SCD pathway aged 0 and up to their 8th birthday

Child Development Centre co-ordinator triages referrals to ensure referral criteria is 

met

Child Development Centre Co-ordinator requests reports/info from parent & 

educational setting (if any) with 6-week timeframe for response (re-referrals should 

already have these documents submitted with referral)

All reports received within 6 weeks Reports not received within 6 weeks
Child is discharged back to referrer (cc GP and parent/carer) 

with advice to complete missing reports and re-refer direct to 

Social Communication Difficulties (SCD) pathway 1b

Further info required by panel (report/

school visit)

Social Communication Difficulties 

(SCD) Specialist Triage Panel

Other outcome: Letter sent to parent, 

referrer and GP

Multi-Disciplinary Assessment (Autism 

diagnostic appointment) agreed: Letter 

sent to parent, referrer and GP

Discharge: Letter sent to parent, referrer 

and GP

Multi-Disciplinary Assessment (Autism 

diagnostic appointment) undertaken

Social Communication Difficulties (SCD) 

Pathways

Referral rejected if referral criteria not met

Diagnosis confirmed: 

Follow appointment arranged

Diagnosis not confirmed:

Refer/address needs  through 

other services



Children aged under 5:

Case referred to CDC for SCD/Development Assessment

Triage by Developmental Paediatrician

Appointment in Developmental Clinic

Evidence of SCD noted at assessment & discussed

Appointment in Developmental Clinic

Consultant gives parents advice & refers on to SCD pathway

Referral for SCD assessment to SCD pathway for:

- Children aged 5 and over

- Referral if ND assessment complete (Ages 0-8 years old)

- Re-referral of discharged patient (Ages 0-8 years old)

CDC co-ordinator triages referrals

CDC co-ordinator requests reports/info with 6-week timeframe for response Send to a single point of access for support and intervention at LA

All reports received within 6 weeks Reports not received within 6 weeks
Discharge back to referrer (cc to GP and parent/carer) with advice to collate 

and re-refer to SCD

Further info required by panel 

(report/school visit)
SCD Specialist Triage Panel

Other
MDA agreed assessment (Medical/

Psychology Led Sessions)
Discharge

MDA appointment (ASD 

appointment) undertaken

Letter/email sent to parent with detail

Letter/email sent to parent with detail

Social Communication Difficulties Pathway 

(18weeks)

Post diagnostic support or refer/

address needs if no diagnosis 

through other services
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