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 SOUTH WEST THAMES REGIONAL GENETICS SERVICE


Pedigree Assessment Summary
1. Review pedigree in consideration of ‘what to look for’
2. Compare pedigree to breast and bowel screening guidance 

3. Determine if patient meets population screening, moderate breast and/or bowel screening or requires an appointment with Clinical Genetics
Factors indicating possible increased genetic susceptibility
· Breast cancer diagnosed under 40 years or triple negative breast cancer under 60
· Other cancers diagnosed under age 50

· All patients who have had ovarian cancer are referred to Genetics

· Patients with multiple primary cancer diagnoses

· A first degree relative with the same or related cancer

· Same side of family: At least two first or second degree relatives with the same or related cancers

· Same side of family: Three or more relatives with the same or related cancers

· Any unusual patterns of cancer which seems unlikely to have occurred by chance
Degrees of relationships

Who counts as a first degree and second degree relative changes depending on the cancer we are looking at. If we are trying to work out the risk of developing breast or ovarian cancer look at the relatives in the first row. For all other cancer types, look at the relatives in the second row. 

	
	First degree relatives (FDR)
	Second Degree relatives (SDR)

	In breast and ovarian cancer families
	Parents (mother and father)

Children (sons and daughters)

Full siblings (brothers and siblings)

Half siblings through your father

Paternal aunts and uncles (your father’s siblings)

Paternal grandparents (your father’s parents)

Nieces and nephews through any brothers


	Half siblings through your mother

Maternal grandparents (your mother’s parents) 

Maternal aunts and uncles (your mother’s siblings)

Paternal cousins (cousins on your father’s side)

Paternal grandparents siblings

Paternal great-grandparents 

Nieces and nephews though any sisters

	In other cancer families
	Parents (mother and father)

Children (sons and daughters)

Full siblings (brothers and siblings)


	Half siblings 

Aunts and Uncles

Grandparents

Grandchildren

Nieces and nephews


What cancers count as related cancers?

The following cancer types can be related through genetic changes, and can be counted together as related cancers:

· Group 1) Breast cancer, ovarian cancer, prostate cancer, pancreatic cancer

· Group 2) Bowel cancer, womb cancer, ovarian cancer, pancreatic cancer, small bowel or stomach cancer.

This group can also contain rarer types of cancer, but you may not know details of these. If you are concerned one of these may apply in your case but are uncertain, please speak with your GP. 

Glioblastoma (a type of brain tumour), certain types of skin tumours called “sebaceous adenomas or sebaceous carcinomas”, hepatobiliary cancers (but not primary liver cancer), urothelial kidney cancers, cancers of the ureters and bladder cancer, and prostate cancer under the age of 60 

· Group 3) Melanoma and pancreatic cancer

· Group 4) Kidney cancer, phaeochromocyoma, paraganglioma, cerebellar or spinal haemangioblastoma, retinal angioma 

· Group 5) Breast cancer, sarcoma, brain cancer, adrenocortical cancer

This list is not exhaustive. 
If you are unsure, please contact us directly at cancergenetics.stg@nhs.net or download the cancer genetics app: https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/cancer-genetics/id999802455
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